The Bloody Assize
him to be handed over to the Sheriff. The Duke was still
arguing with the four clergymen who, owing to their
differences with him in relation to the doctrine of non-
resistance and his attitude towards his beloved Henrietta,
deemed it their duty to refuse to administer to him the Holy
Communion. Nevertheless they went with him to the
scaffold, the two bishops, Turner and Ken, going in the
Lieutenant's coach, and Dr Tenison and Dr Hooper follow-
ing the procession. The Lieutenant only brought him a
few steps without the fortress and then handed him to Mr
Sheriff Gosselin, who led him through the'lines of soldiers
drawn up to keep back the mob, to the foot of the scaffold.
The sentence did not include mutilation, and the King by
special order had allowed the scaffold to be draped with
mourning. The divines, the Sheriff, his prisoner and three
officers with pistols ascended the steps, amid profound sighs
and groans from the large crowd that had gathered to see
the last of King Monmouth.
When he reached the block the murmurs sank into a
breathless silence to hear what, if anything, he might say to
them. Monmouth looked at Jack Ketch, who was the
executioner, and said, " Is this the man to do the business ?
Do your work well! "
He would then have prepared himself for the end, but
Ken and his colleagues, no doubt acting under orders, began
worrying him to own to the doctrine of non-resistance and
to acknowledge his sin in that matter publicly. Monmouth
would not do more than pay a general tribute to the doctrine
of the Church of England in general, and after the divines
had " much urged him," to use their own phrase, they gave
up the business as a bad job.
The Duke would then have begun an address to the
people about Henrietta, and got as far as declaring that she
" is a very godly and virtuous woman," and added, " that
which hath passed betwixt us was very honest and innocent
in the sight of God------" when he was stopped by Sheriff
188